[Acute renal failure after acetaminophen poisoning: report of three cases].
Management of acetaminophen overdose focuses on the risk hepatic failure. However, acute renal failure, although less frequent, can lead to serious metabolic complications and require hemodialysis. We report three cases of acute renal failure related to acetaminophen overdose. Three patients, aged 17-46 yr ingested acetaminophen 19 to 32 g, and were admitted to the intensive care unit because of acute liver failure without hepatic coma. While liver function improved, each patient developed acute renal failure starting on the fourth day. Four sessions of hemodialysis were required in one patient because of anuria. Hepatic function improved from the fourth to the ninth day in each case, whereas renal function recovered later, 10-20 days after ingestion. Investigations were negative for other causes of renal failure, and acute tubular necrosis due to acetaminophen was suspected. The pathophysiology of this type of acute tubular necrosis remains unclear and thus, there is no specific treatment. Nevertheless, in all cases of acetaminophen overdose, we suggest following serum creatinine levels during the first week, regardless of the degree hepatic failure or quantity of acetaminophen ingested.